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ACCOUNT OF THE INHABITANTS OF NEW SOUTH WALES 


A gentleman late from Europe, has obligingly faveured us witha 
large number of missionary and other interesting papers of a late date 
from that country ; in one of which is found the followiug very inter- 
esting account of the wrefched inhabitants of New South Wales. 


Among the natives of New South Wales, a Mission 
has recently been established. by the Wesleyan Missiona- 
ry Society. ‘They are perhaps the lowest and most mis- 
erable of the scattered family of man, and have long been 
left to imitate the vices of Europeans, at least such of 
them as reside near their settlements, without any system- 
atic efforts to bring them to the knowledge of Christ. 
Some attempts have been made at different times to re- 
claim them from their wandering and savage habits, and 
to teach them industry and agricylture; but a more pow- 
erful principle needed putting into operation to produce 
any lasting effect; and the experiment will be tried by 
Missionary labours. Many excellent people in New South 
Wales have long felt interested in their welfare, and an In- 
stitution for the instruction of their children was lately for- 
med by the Local Government. The Mission has been 
warmly encouraged, and we may trust that God will add 
his blessing to this endeavor to bring back to hima part 
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of his creatures who have wandered farthest from his fold, 


and sunk more deeply than others into brutal manners. 

The following is a sketch of their customs and superstitions from e 
Jate communication. 

“The natives of New South Wales are far from being a stout peo- 
ple; they are of the middle statare, and their limbs are very slender 
The cause of this déficiency in muscular strength, is their great want 
of food. ‘Those who live on the coast by fishing are, however, much 
better in their appearance than thé natives who live im the interior 
by hunting; the supply of the former is more to be depended upon ; 
‘the food of the latter is always casual and uncertain, 

“The features of these natives are very unpleasant to a Eurepean. 
Their eyes are sunk in their head; their €yebrows project much; 
their noses are flat, with very wide nostrils and thick lips; their teeth 
are white, sound, and even. The women have more pleasing fea- 
iure? than tke mer; and some ofthem have the appearance of mod- 
esty. The men-are much disfigured by their bushy black beards, 
and a reed is thrust through the cartillage of the nose of many of the 
young men. 

“The women undergo, when children, the operation of losing two 
joints of the little finger on the left hand; this is performed by tying 
a hair round the joint, which stops the circulation, when the part falls 
off in consequence of mortification. All those who have not suffered 
this loss, are treated with contempt. 

“The native men have a ceremony amongst them, of extracting 
the right front tooth. The persons who perform this work, come 
from a distance; they approach the appointed place, armed with 
shields, clubs, and throwing sticks; and painted according to the cus- 
tom of their respective tribes, | 

‘Numbers of the natives have no habitation whatever; some havé 
dwellings made of ene piece of bark, bent in the middle and placed 
tipon the end. Those who have been accustomed to reside among 
Europeans wear some clothing, but all in the interior are without any 
covering whatever, _ , 

“They are afraid of apparitions, and they describe therh as coming 
with a great noise, to seize the first person they approvch by the 
throat. Their remedy is to sleep one night at the grave ofa deceas 
ed person. 

“Under these impressions they are much afraid to move in the 
dark, few having the courage fo sleep ata grave, although they 
would be afterwards held in high cotisideratiow. 

‘“Whena star shoots, something of great moment is expected fo 
come to pass. They are much terrified by thunder and lightning, 
and instantly begin to repeat a form of words, and to breathe with all 
their might, to prevent injury and to drive away the storm. 

“They dress no kind of food after the light of the sun is withdrawn, 


believing that the wind would prove contrary and hinder their fishing 
the following day. 
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“They think, too, that ifany one whistles while they remain under 
the rock whe e they have retired to sleep, it will fall upon them,” 


From what people these tribes have sprung 1s, at pres- 
ent, a difficult question, When thejr customs, and espe- 
cially those of the interior tribes shall be better known, 
and their language, poor as it is, shall be more fully inves- 
tigated, some light may be thrown upon this curious en- 
guiry. ‘They clearly appear to bea distinct people from 
the New Zealanders, who may be called their neighbors, 
in comparison of the distance of any of the great continents, 
The New Zealanders appear to be of American—the na- 
tives of New South Wales of African descent, their fea- 
tures being strongly characteristic of a degenerate race 
of Negroes. Efow they reached their present settlements. 
is a point which will probably never be settled; whether 
by families being driven out to sea and left to. be carried. 
by the waves and winds, in an unknown course; or wheth- 
er early convulsions of our globe separated from their ad- 
joluing continents the distant islands cf the Pacific, or 
broke off parts of those continsats themselves. Be this as 
it may, anafhinity with the languages of known and conti- 
nental nations may be discovered; and various customs. 
and superstitions, which remain among them, shew that 
they were once unied to. the common family of man, In 
all these dispersions a Providential rule has been exerted 
both in judgment, and, as we know from the Gospel, in. 
mercv also. ‘The light of that divine system is appointed. 
to travel wherever man, zmmortal andredeemed man, has. 
been scattered over the face of the.earth. It will follow 
him into his most distant recesses; and then lead lim to. 
Christ and to. peace. 

Mr. Walker, the Missionary sent out, has been em- 
ployed in exploring the condition of the tribes to. whom 
he has been sent, and obtaining the advice of persons of 
local knowledge in order to fix both upon the plan, and 


most eligible place, for. his exertions. * 

Of their funeral customs, Mr. Mansfield wrjtes:— 

Friday, May 22 1821.—“Early this morning | went to witness the. 
funeral of one of our degraded Aborigines. J first visited the low, 
dark-hut, in which lay the corpse. A rude coffin composed of slips of” 
Yark tied round the body, leaving the feet visible, lay upon the ground, 
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surrounded by a number of men, women and children, who poured 
forth their dismal lamentations. When I said he would come to life 
again at a future great day, they hung down their heads in increduli- 
ty and dejection. From the hut, | walked to the spot selected for 
the burial-ground, which was in the centre of a small copse of low 
trees and wild creeping shrubs. Here J] found two Blacks busily em- 
ployed in digging the grave, whilst another was carefully tending a 
fire at the head of the cavity. They diligently persevered in dig- 
ging till they had descended to the depth of about five feet, when 
they proceeded to hollow the grave on either side: this, they told me, 
was intended to keep him from being burt ‘when any body walk over 
him. When the grave was entirely finished, they threw in several 
withered branches of trees and dried leaves, to which they set fire; 
and when these were consumed, they jumped in to feel if it was warm 
enough; but not being satisfied, they continued to add fuel till the ar- 
rival of the corpse, I! inquired, ‘What for you make fire?’ ‘To 
Keep poor dead black man warm,’ they replied. The body was car- 
ried to the place of interment by two men, and followed by a train of 
women and children, weeping and crying aloud. It was committed 
to the earth, and the grave filled up, with no remarkable ceremony. 
But when this was accomplished, they looked at the Sun, and having 
traced the particular direction of his beams, cut away the trees and 
shrubs which intercepted them from the grave, that they might com- 
municate their full warmth to the deceased. During this process, 
] put many questions to them relating to the soul of the deceased, and 
the resurrection of his body; but they were excessively reserved, and 
would scarcely reply toany remark. They seemed, however, to have 
some notion of his coming back. It was formerly a custom, when any of 
their number died, to receive a challenge from ‘another tribe to zo to 
war, to vindicate themselves from the imputation of haviug been the 
cause of his death: but now, they usually attribute their visitations 
from death to the influence of white men, However unjust this notion 
may be to their white neighbors, it is certainly well for themselves, 
as it saves them from many a desperate and bloody conflcit. 1 should 
before have observed, that, during the interment, they expressed 
deep despair at the frequent deaths which occur in their ranks. 
“Black man die fast, since white man come.” “Old black mex nigh 
all gone. Soon no black man, all white man.” Indeed, it is generally 
thonght, that in this gloomy presentiment, they are borne out by fact, 
their numbers seeming evidently on the decline. How loudly does 
their moral and social degradation call for Missionary help.” 


AN ACCOUNT 
Of the bravery and lappy Death of JAMES COVEY, 


@ British Seaman. 
Mr. Pratt, inthe second volume of his gleanings, re- 
Jates an affecting anecdote of a’ sailor on board the Ven- 
erable, the ship in which Admiral Duncan commanded 
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the fleet in the action against the Dutch, off Camper- 
down. He received the account from Dr. Duncan, Lord 
Duncan’s chaplain and relative, who, in the action assist- 
ed the surgeon and his mate in binding up the wounds, 
and amputating the limbs, of the unfortunate sufferers. — 
“A mariner,” says the Doctor, “of the name of Covey, 
was brought down to the surgery deprived of both his 
legs: and it was necessary some hours after, to amputate 
still higher. ‘I suppose’ said Covey, with an oath, ‘those 
scissars will finish the business of the ball, master mate?” 
‘Indeed my brave fellow,’ cried the surgeon, ‘there is 
some fear of it.? ‘Well, never mind,’ said Covey, ‘I have 
lost my legs, to be sure, ‘and mayhap may lose my life; 
but,’ continued he, with a dreadful oath, ‘we have beat 
the Dutch!— we have beat the Dutch!—so I'll even have 
another cheer for it: Huzza! huzza!’ ” 


This anecdote is rendered more interesting still, by 
some prior and subsequent circumstances attending this 
poor sailor. Covey was a good seaman, and was’noticed 
among his shipmates for his intrepidity; but he was _pre- 
eminent in sin as well as in courageous actions. About 
a fortnight before the English fell in with the Dutch flect, 
he dreamed that they were in an engagement, in which 
both his legs were shot off, and that he was out of his 
mind. ‘The dream made this courageous seaman trem- 
ble, and sometimes attempt to pray; but, not liking to re- 
tain God in his thoughts, he endeav oured to blot out the 
impressions from his memory, and the recollection of his 
sins from his conscience, by drinking and blasphemous 
intercourse with the ship’s company. His efforts, howe- 
ver, were in vain. The thoughts of his sins, of God, of 
death, harassed his mind day and night, and filled him with 
gloomy forebodings of what awaited him in’ this world 
and in the next, till the sight of the Dutch flect, and their 
conversation with each other concerning the heroic a- 
chievements they should perform, dispelled the gloomy 
subject from his mind. As the two fleets were coming 
in action, the noble Admiral, ordered them to lie flat on 
the deck, till, being nearer the enemy, their firing might 
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do the more execution. The Dutch ships at this time 
were pouring their broadsides into the Venerable as she 
passed down part of the Dutch fleet, in order to break 
their line. ‘Ihe stout-hearted and wicked Covey, having 
lost all the impressions of his former reflections, heaped, 
m rapid succession,the most dreadful imprecations on the 
eyes, and limbs, and sovls of what he called his coward- 
ly shipmates, for lying down to avoid the balls of the 
Dutch. He refused to obey the order, till, fearing the 
authority of an officer not far from him, he in part com- 
plied, by leaning over a cask which stood near, till the 
word of command was given to fire. At the moment of 
rising, a bar-shqt carried away one of his legs and the 
greater part of the other; but, so instantaneous was the 
stroke, though he was sensible of something like a jar in 
his limbs, he knew not that he had losta leg till his stump 
came to the deck, and he fell. When his legs were am, 
putatedthigher up, and the noise of the hattle had ceased, 
he thought of his dream; and expected, that as one part 
of it was fulfilled, the other would be so too. Indeed, 
considering the pain of amputating and dressing both legs 
and the agitation of his mind from fearing the full ac- 
eomplishment of his dream, it appears next to a mira- 
ele that he retained his reason in the most perfect state: 
but this was to he explained tohim ata future period.— 
Some time after, he came out of Haslar Hospital, capa- 
ble of walking by means of two wooden legs and two 
crutches; but his spirits were sorely dejected, from fear- 
ing that as his sins had brought upon him the judgment 
of God in the loss of bis limbs, they would bring upon. 
him the loss of his reason, and the loss of his soul.’ 
Having heard of Orange Street Chapel, Portsea, he 
came on the first Sabbath evening after his leaving the 
hospital. The text that evening was Mark v. 15, “And 
they come to Jesus, and see him that was posses##d_ with 
the devil, and Ye the Tegion, sitting, and clothed, and in 
nis right mind.” ‘The minister represented this demoni- 
ac asa fit emblem of sinners in general; but especially of 


those who live without rule and order, druskards, blas- 
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phemers, and injurious to themselves, and others: but his 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind, 
as an engaging representation of the sinner converted to 
God by the gospel, made sensible of the evil of sin, the 
value of his soul, and the necessity of salvation through a 
crucified Redeemer; enjoying peace of mind, having fel- 
lowship with Christ and his people, submitting to the au- 
thority of the Scriptures, and receiving instructions from 
Christ the Friend of sinners, Covey listened with atten- 
tion and surprise; wondered how the minister should know 
him among so many hundred people, or who could have 
told him his character and state of mind. His astonish- 
ment was still more increased, when he found him de- 
scribe, as he thought, the whole of his life and even his 
secret sins. He could not account for it, why a minister 
should make a sermon alt about him, a poor wooden-leg- 
ged sailor. His sins, being brought afresh to his mind, 
filled him with horrors tenfold more gloomy than before. 
Despair, for some minutes,took a firm hold oa his spirits; 
and he thought he was now going out of his mind, should 
die, and be lost; till the minister declared Jesus Christ was 
as willing to save the vilest of sinners, as he was to relieve 
this poor creatur2 possessed of the devil; and that a man 
was restored to his right mind when he believed in him. 
He now began to understand the true mterpretation of 
his dream. He thought he had been out of his mind: all 
his life, and that to love and serve Jesus Christ would be 
a restoration to his right senses again. While hearing of 
the astonishing love of Jesus Christ to sinners, hope took 
the place of despair, and joy of grief and horror! Those 
eyes which had never shed a tear when he lost his legs, 
nor when the shattered parts of his limbs were amputa- 
ted, now wept in copious streams, flowing from strong 
sensations of mingled joy and sorrow! 


Some weeks after this, he called and related to me the 
whole of his history and experience. He was surprised 
to find that I had never received any information about 
him at the time the sermon was preached, which so exact- 
ty met his cases Something more than twelve months af: 
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ter this time, he was received a member of our church, 
having given satisfactory evidences of being a genuine 
and consistent Christian. A few weeks since, hearing he 
was ill, I went to visit him. When I entered his room, 
he said, “Come in, thou man of God! I have been long- 
ing tosee you, and to tell you the happy state of mind. I 
believe I shall soon die: but death now has no terrors in it. 
The sting of death is sin, but, thanks be to God, he has 
given me the victory through Jesus Christ. I am going to 
heaven! O! what has Jesus done for me, one of the vilest 
sinners of the human race!—A little before he died, when 
he thought himself within a few hours of dissolution, he 
said, “I have often thought it was a hard. thing to die, but 
now I find it a very easy thing to die. The presence of 
Christ makes iteasy. ‘The joy I feel from a sense of the 
love of God to sinners, from the thought of being with 
the Saviour, of being free from a sinful heart, and of en- 
joying the presence of God forever, is more than I can ex- 
press! O how different my thoughts of God, and of my- 
self, and of another world, from what they were when I 
lost my precious limbs on board the Venerable! It was a 
precious losstome! If I had not lost my legs, I should 
perhaps have lost my soul!”—With elevated and clasped 
hands, and with eyes glistening with earnestness, through 
the tears which flowed down his face, he said, “O, my 
dear minister, I pray you, when I am dead, to preach a 
funeral sermon for a poor sailor; and tell others, especial- 
ly sailors, who are asignorant and as wicked as I was, 
that poor blashpheming Covey found mercy with God, 
through faith, in the blood of Christ! Tell them, that 
since I have found mercy, none that seek it need to des- 
pair. You know better than I do what to say to them!— 
But, ou; be in earnest with them; and may the Lord grant 
that my wicked neighbours and fellow-sailors may find 
mercy as well as Covey!’’—He said much more; but the 
last words he uttered were “Hallelujah! Hallelujah.” 


J.G. 
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DOCTRINALLETTERS. : , 


The Rev. J. P. Durbin has politely favoured us with aseries of 
letters originally.addressed to Dr. S. of Ky. which we are happy to 
lay before our readers. It is due to the author, to remark, that these 
letters were not, when written, designed to meet any eye but that of 
a private friend, We however, do not intend. this remark to be 
viewed 1n the light of an apology for these letters,which to offer, we 
think would be worse than superfluous.— Ed, 


LETTER I. 

RESPECTED SiR, ks | 

In obedience to your. préssing invitation, and 
recollecting your unaffected protestation, of its giving you satisfac-_ 
tion, | have prevailed upon myself to open a correspondence with you, 
It-requires no argument to convince you sir, of the importance of time, 
to all professional men, whose success depends very much upon their. 
reading and thinking. Such are we. And when we consént to write, 
should it-even be epistolary, our subject, and our design should be at 
least equal in value to the time we consume. Had you selected the 
subject, I might have consented. But the design is fixed, I am per- 
suaded by your enlightened understanding and sound virtue. To wit: 
“The promotion of peace, and virtue among mankind.” Virtue must 
have her efficient spring in the love and fear of God; and péace is 
her legitimate and heaven-born offspring. The subjects calculated 
to produce that necessary reverence for God; out of which grow so- 
lid virtue, and lasting peace, are a3 various as the geniuses of men; 
and all may engage in raising aloft the great Creator’s praise, ‘The 
physician extols the curious, and beautiful construction of the hu- 
manuscorpus. The astronomer admires the order, number, and 
brightness of the stars. Natural, and moral philosophers are delight- 
ed and astonished, at the curious and various works of nature, in the 
vegitable kingdom and elsewhere; together with the strength of in- 
tellect possessed by men, and shewn in discovering and improving 
the arts and sciences, calculated to ameliorate the fallen condition of 
man, All these are prepared to say “come and see the wonderous 
works of God.” But only the spiritual child of God, admires, and 
adores the Eternal Divinity, while contemplating the high and holy 
plan of redemption, and enjoying the blessings of adoption. 

As Iam left to select the subject, the end being fixed above, you 
will readily perceive that I will name the old, but unexhausted topic, 
“Religion.” Conquering time may impair the world, and obscure the 
sun in its flight; but nevercan affect the truth or the nature of our 
holy religion.» What Mr. Blair says of virtue is critically applica~ 
bléto religion: “It carries always a divine authority men ¢annot im- 
pair. It shines with an essential lustre, which praise cannot bright- 
en; orrepfoach tarnish, If has a right to regulate the opinions of 
men; but by their opinions cannot be controlled. Its nature’contin- 
ues invariably the same though al} the multitude of fools should con- 
cur in endeavouring to turn it into ridicule.” The question will now 
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ter this time, he was received a member of our church, 
having given satisfactory evidences of being a genuine 
and consistent Christian. A few weeks since, hearing he 
was ill, I went to visit him. When I entered his room, 
he said, “Come in, thou man of God! I have been long- 
ing tosee you, and to tell you the happy state of mind. I 
believe I shall soon die: but death now has no terrors in it. 
The sting of death is sin, but, thanks be to God, he has 
given me the victory through Jesus Christ. I am going to 
heaven! O! what has Jesus done for me, one of the vilest 
sinners of the human race!—A little before he died, when 
he thought himself withina few hours of dissolution, he 
said, “I have often thought it was a hard thing to die,but 
now I find it a very easy thing to die. ‘The presence of 
Christ makes iteasy. ‘The joy I feel from a sense of the 
love of God to sinners, from the thought of being with 
the Saviour, of being free from a sinful heart, and of en- 
joying the presence of God forever, is more than I can ex. 
press! O how different my thoughts of God, and of my- ! 
self, and of another world, from what they were when I 

lost my precious limbs on board the Venerable! It was a 
precious losstome! If I had not lost my legs, I should 
perhaps have lost my soul!”—-With elevated and clasped 
hands, and with eyes glistening with earnestness, through 

the tears which flowed down his face, he said, “O, my 

dear minister, I pray you, when Iam dead, to preach a 
funeral sermon for a poor sailor; and tell others, especial- 

ly sailors, who are asignorant and as wicked as I was, 

that poor blashpheming Covey found mercy with God, 
through faith, in the blood of Christ! ‘Tell them, that 

since I have found mercy, none that seek it need to des- 

pair. You know better than I do what to say to them!— 

But, oh! be in earnest with them; and may the Lord grant 

that my wicked neighbours and fellow-sailors may find 
mercy as well as Covey!”’—He said much more; but the 

last words he uttered were “Hallelujah! Hallelujah.” 

J.G. 
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DOCTRINALLETTERS, | 4 

The Rev. J. P. Durbin has politely favoured us with a series of 
letters originally addressed to Dr. S. of Ky. which we are happy to 
luy before our readers, It is due to y author, to remark, that these 
letters were not, when written, designed to meet any eye but that of 

a private friend. We however, do not intend this remark to be 
viewed in the light of an apology for these letters,which to offer, we 
ihink would be worse than superflwous.— Ed, 


LETTER I. 
ResPecTED Sir, 

In obedience to your pressing invitation, and 
recollecting your unaffected protestation, of its giving you satisfac- 
tion, I have prevailed upon myself to open a correspondence with you. 
ft requires no argument to convince you sir, of the importance of time, 
to all professional men, whose success depends very much upon their 
reading and thinking. Such are we. And when we consént to write, 
should it even be epistolary, our subject, and our design should be at 
least equal in value to the time we consume. Wad you selected the 


subject, f might have consented. But the design is fixed, | am per- 


suaded by your enlightened understanding and ‘sound virtue, To wit: 
“The promotion of peace, and virtue among mankind.” Virtue must 
have her efficient spring in the love and fear of God; and peace is 
her legitimate and heaven-born ofispring. The subjects calculated 
to produce that necessary reverence for God, out of which grow so- 
lid virtue, and lasting peace, are as various as the geniuses of men; 
and all may engage in raising aloft the great Creator’s praise. The 
physician extols the curious, and beautiful construction of the hu- 
manuscorpus. The astronomer admires the order, number, and 
brightness of the stars. Natural, and moral philosophers are delight- 
ed and astonished, at the curious and various works of nature, in the 
vegitable kingdom and elsewhere; together with the strength of in- 
tellect possessed by men, and shewn in discov ering and improving 
the arts and sciences, calculated to ameliorate the fallen condition of 
man, All these are prepared to say “come and see the wonderous 
works of God.” But only the spiritual child of God, admires, and 
adores the Eternal Divinity, while contemplating the ‘high and holy 
plan of redemption, and enjoying the blessings of adoption. 

As Lam left to select the subject, the end being fixed above, you 
will readily perceive that I will name the old, but unexhausted topic, 
“Religion.” Conquering time may impair the world, and obscure the 
sun in its flight; but nevercan affect the truth or the nature of our 
holy religion. What Mr. Blair says of virtue is critically applica- 
ble to religion: “It carries always a divine authority men cannot im- 
pair. It shines with an essential lustre, which praise cannot biight- 
en; orreproach tarnish. It has a right to regulate the opinions of 
men; but by their opinions cannot be controlled. Its nature contin- 
ues invariably the same though all the multitude of fools should con- 
curin endeavouring to turn it into ridicule.” The question wil now 
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arise, where is this celestial seed dropped? Where does it deigh 
to grow? Where may it be found? ‘To these questions you are a- 
ware many answers have been given. But I offer again the old but 
animpaired responsio: “In the Scriptures.’ 1 have no apprehen- 
sion that you will answer as some havedone; “But Sir, I do not ad- 
mit the authenticity of the Scriptures.” The age of non-admission 
of the Scriptures has expired in Christendom; and the triumphs of 
religion have sung the requiem ofits funeral; and chased, from the 
pure air of intellectual range, its abettors, whose life was night itself 
without a glimmering star. Theirnames but live in the annals of 
‘infamy, and are now to us, and may be forever, the hateful subjects 
of memory to “our sons and daughters yetunborn.” But sir, because 
‘a whole nation, or a single individual has hurled from his hands, and 
cursed in its flight the doctrines of Infidelity; does it follow that such 
a nation or such an individual is really and truly saved ina scripture 
sense? Itcertainly does not, But what will be all our abjuration of 
Infidelity, our strenuous adherence to the authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures in general; if we be not thus saved by our Lord Jesus Christ? 
In order that we may the more effectually secure our salvation, and 
that of others, | have engaged in writing these communications. As 
the whole man must be saved; both body and soul together, with all 
their parts, and powers; so religion addresses itself to, and must have 
an influence upon the whole man. Iam aware that enthusiasm has 
created the empire of religion alone in the passions; and Gnosticism 
has created it entirely inthe understanding. The former wishes te 
place all in feeling; the latter all in knowing. But this you see is ob - 
viously wrong. Hecause if the passions be a part of the man relt- 
gion ought to have its influence upon them; and likewise, if the un- 
derstanding be a part of the man, religion should have its influence 
upon it. Piety does not consist entirely in being enlightened, nor in 
being animated, It must be both enlightened and animated. This 
is scriptural piety. Therefore God has revealed doctrines of faith,as 
well as precepts of duty. He reqnires no less attention to the former, 
’ than to the latter. Then Sir, if | were to define Religion at present; 
I would say it is the embracing clearly and enfeigned!ly the doctrines 
of faith exhibited in the Bible; and practising, faithfully, all the com- 
mon precepts of duty, of the Bible; and those in particular relating 
to ourselves. These two great partsof Religion may be topics in fu- 
tere communications; should such communications mect with your 
wishes. 

As this introductory letter has been drawn out to a considerable 
length, you may wish to see the conclusion. I, therefore, hasten to 
disnmiss your attention: praying the blessing of God, and our adorable 
Redeemer upon yourself, and all connected with yous and a prepa- 


ration of heart and life to meet the “Judge of all the earth,” wher 
he comes in glory. 


Yours in love. 


JOHN P. DURBIN. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET: 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
Messrs. Editors: 

I have observed for a number of years, that those who 
support the Arian scheme, endeavour to literalize every 
scripture expression; and then oppose those expressions 
thus literalized, to positive truths pointedly proved. And 
if there isan apparent disagreement between those truths 
and such wrested expressions, they conclude that they 
have disproved those important truths, however strongly 
substantiated. In this way they puzzle many: For in- 
stance, ‘'Christ,”’ say they, ‘is called the Son of God; and 
how can the Son of God be God? Or how can the Son 
beas old asthe Father? You may prove that he bears. 
all the titles given to God—possesses all the 4¢tributes 
belonging to God—performs all the work of God—re- 
ceives all the praises and worship due to God; but still 
you hear, “how can the Son be God? How can he who 
is begotten be equal to him who begat him? Be- 
getting: implies anact—a time when that act took place, 
and. a time before the act took place; and to talk of an 
eternal act is eternal nonsense.” I have thought prover 
to meet them on their own ground; not to prove the God- 
head of Christ, but to show them that their objections have 
no force. Solomon thinks it necessary sometimes, to. 
“answer a fool according to his folly.” 

I will first lay down the following proposition: When 
any point, or proposition is proved, by plain and scriptural 
argument, forins of expression, which are liable to various 
applications, should not set such propositions or argu- 

ments aside, while there is any possibility of understand- 
ing those expressions in any sense that can be reconciled 
with such propositions; or while it is possible that these 
expressions have any secret, or not-understood meaning. 

It is easily proved from plain scripture, that Jesus Christ 
is God—“God with us,” Matt. k. “And the word was 
God,” John, 1. 1. “My Lord and my God, John. “God 
over all,”? Rom. ‘‘God manifest in the flesh,” Tim. But he 
is called the Son of God. Can this expression be recon- 
ciled with the idea ofhis being God, which 1s so plainly 
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proved? I think it can. Ist, It may be argued, that his 
son-ship is solely founded on his incarnation —that he is 
called the Son of God, with reference to his human nature, 
Witness the address of the Angel to Mary: ‘Thou shalt 
conccive and bring forth a son, and shall call his name 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest.’ But how can his being called the Son of 
God, when thus united with human nature, effect that 
principle, or undeify him who is “God manifest in the 
flesh?” But if it should be urged, and even proved that 
he was the Son of God before his incarnation, (which, 
however, would be hard, if not impossible, to do,) it may 
be argued, 2ndly, that the term Son has sole reference to 
his office as Mediator—that in this sense, he is the first 
and only begotten Son.—That he with whom one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day, be- 
fore whom all things from Eternity to Eternity are present 
now, with reference to his designed creation—having ner- 
fect knowledge of the fail, begot into the office of Son or 
Mediator, the second person in the Adorable Trinity, 
who being equal in knowledge, graciously submitted: in 
which character, he is proclaimed the only begotten Son 
of God;” as he is the only Mediator.—That in this char- 
acter he was declared an object of worship; and as with- 
out the shedding of blood there could be no remission— 
he in the fullness of time, ‘took hold on human nature” 
in reality; which was virtually done when he took on him, 
or assumed the office of Son or Mediator. And in this 
sense it is said, that “the Son shall be subject’”—The 
Sonship or Mediatorial office be subjected or cease, and 
God, the Sacred Trinity be all in all. 

But if it should be urged and proved, (which certainly 
cannot be done,) that his highest and most permanent 
character, is that of Son, his Godhead is still not disproved, 
but remains untouched. Shonld it be said “The son of 
man cannot be man,” and that “a man cannot have a son 
as old as himself,” and should those propositions be prov- 
ed, what have they to do with the subject before us? 
Shail we infer from hence, that the Son of God cannot 
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be God, and that the Eternal Father cannot have a son 
as old ashimself? How disingenuous to compare God 
to man ‘whose breath is in his nostrils!’? Letus takea 
syllogistical view of the argument: ‘The son of man can- 
not be man; therefore, the Son of God cannot be God. 
Again, a man cannot have a son as. old as himself; there- 
fore, God cannot have a soa as old as himself. How 
much more in the conclusion than in the premises! But 
again, a man cannot have existence without a father—a 
former; therefore, God cannot «xist without a father—a 

maker. ‘lhe last argument is every whit as good as the 
former; but who does not see its absurdity! And who does 
not see that the proposition “the son of man cannot be 
man,” is entirely false? Does not every argument which 
proves any being a son of man, prove that he is a man in 
nature? And is it certain that a man cannot have a son 
as old as himself? May not a man havea son as old in the 
relation of son, as his father is in the relation of father? 
And doves not the idea of derived individual existence, 
from an existing substance, argue equality in nature and 
real existence, though there may be a change in the mode 
of existence? If Christ is begotten of the Father, of and 
by himself—if he has derived his existence from the sub- 
stance of his Father, as Seth derived his from Adam, and 
Isaac his from Abraham, according to Mr. Worcester 
and Mr. Stone, must he not possess the nature and attri- 
butes of God? Was not the substance from whence he 
was derived, and which constitutes his existence, equal 
to any other part of the Divine substance? Or has God a 
superior and an inferior substance. 

Should it be said, that “‘ifhe is the eternal son of God, 
he must be eternally begotten, but begetting impiies an 
act &c. and there can be no eternal act—there must have 
been atime before every act;” I would answer, the terms 
son and begotten, are not to be understood in a vulgar but 
in a figurative sense; and it is hard for us to determine 
what they imply when applied to God. It might be ur- 
ged, that they are used to express an endearing, yet eter- 
nal relation between the sacred personages. I think it 
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cannot be proved, that either of those terms implies an 
act, when applied to God: But if it could be proved, that 
begetting implies an act, it cannot be proved that there 
are no eternal acts. Y will admit that 1 canuot compre- 
hend an eternal act; neither can Taneternal Actor. Iwill 
ask, is God an eternal being? Methinks all say yes. Is 
he an eternally actwe being? Or was there a time when 
he was mactive or torpid? Ifthere was a time when actvv- 
ity began, there wasa time when God began to exist; for 
an inactive God is inactive nonsense! Methinks all say, 
that he was eternally active. Can you more easily con- 
ceive of eternalactivity, than of an eternal act? FE think 
not. How smproper for us then, todeny the Godhead of 
Christ, because he is called the “Son of God!” Do we 
not see that it may be understood in various senses, so as 
not to touch his proved Divinity? Who possesses impu- 
dentia enough to say, that he understands all the senses in 
which those terms are applied to Goc? How absurd then, 
to oppose those expressions to positive scriptures, which 
declare that Jesus ts the only wise God, our Saviour. 


EXPOSITOR, 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We learn from the Commercial Advertiser of the 8th 
inst. that on that day was held the 7th Anniversary of the 
American Bible Society. ‘Fhe President,Hon. John Jay, 
being absent, the Chair was taken by Gen. Mat. Clark- 
son, the First Vice President. ‘The meeting was open- 
ed by the reading of a chapter from the Bible. Mr. Mil- 
nor read an address from the President. Wm. W. Wool- 
sey, Esq. read the Annual Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to examine the ‘Treasurer’s accounts. The re- 
ceipts of the last year for ordinary purposes were about 
34,700 dollars; and about 8,300 dollars for the building 
of the Society’s Depository. ‘The Annual Report of the 
Board was read by Dr. Woodhull. ‘The success of the 
Society’s labours during the last year has been such as 
demands additional thanksgiving to God. The Mana- 
gers have discharged their duty with great diligence,zeal, 
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and prudence. The new and splendid edifice erecred for 
a Depository will be completed by means of a sinking 
fund and by other arrangements, without using a single 
dollar of the Society’s funds.—There have been printed 
at New York, and at the Branch of Lexington, Ky. or 


otherwise obtained during the last year, 55,000 Bibles 


and ‘Yestaments; and during the seven years of the Socie- 
ty’s operations, $23,777 Bibles and Testaments, and parts 
of the latter; and 500 Spanish ‘Testaments have been re- 
ceived as a donation from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. There have been issued from the Depository, 
during the last year, 28,448 Bibles, and 26,337 Testa- 
ments, and parts of the latter. During the 7th year also, 
have been gratuitously issucd to various parts of the U. 
States, and of North and South America, 12,923 Bibles 
and Testaments, value 7592 dollars. The calls for Bi- 
bles have been more numerous and pressing than in any 
former year, and the Managers have used all means in 
their power to answer them. The receipts of the 7th have 
been greater than those of any former year; and 59 new: 
auxiliaries have been recognised—making the whole num- 
ber of Auxiliary Societies 360. 


CONSCIENCE. 

An Indian being among his white neighbours, asked 
for a little tobacco to smoke; one of them having some loose 
in his pocket gave hima handful. The following day the 
Indian came back inquiring for the donor, saying he had 
found a quarter of a dollar among the tobacco. Being 
told it was given him, he might keep it, he answered ; 
pointing to his breast, “I got a good man and a bad man 
here, and the good man say it an’t mine; I must return it 
to the owner. ‘The bad man say, why, he gave it you, 
and itis your ownnow. The good man say,that not right; 
the tobacco is yours, not the money; the bad man say,ne- 
ver mind; you got it, go buy some dram; the good mar 
say, no, no, you must not do so: so 1 don’t know what to 
do, and I think I go sleep: but the good man and the bad 
man keep talking all night and trouble me, and now & 
bring the money back, I feel good. 
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A Ssmmasicgille: writes from Rowe, Mass. April 14, 
that ‘‘a pleasing revival is progressing in» that town—up- 
wards of twenty have tasted the sweetsof redeeming love, 
the majority are heads of families—Satarday evening one 
experienced converting grace—yesterday one. * Pros- 
pects are favorable in several places on this [Leydon} cir- 
cuit. Crowded congregations and silent attention en- 
courage our hands in. the work of faith & labor of love.” 

—- Zion’ Herald. 

Radama, king of Madagascar,is so anxious for his peo- 
ple to receive instruction, that he sends for parents and 
desires them to send their children to the missionaries, — 
Such influence must bring great numbers to the schools. 


‘The king attends every public examination of the schol- 
ars.—Ib. 
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Written in affliction. 


(Continued from page 80.) 


And who made man? darésone $ “For in the dayye eat thereof ye 


the thought advance, die.” 

That world and man together, : Man disobey’d; whence came 
came by chance? , that wretched fall, 

There is a God! O tremble at his : Which brought mortality & z death 
name! oon all! 

He spake—this world from empty ¢ But Jesus came from heav’n the 
nothing came! world tosave; 

He formed man, from nothing but $ Us he redeemed, from death, hel! 
a clod ; : and the grave. 

Then stamp’ ‘d on him the image ¢ A sovereign balm he brought, for 
ofa God! : every wound ; 

The breath of life was breath’d ¢ That grace, henceforth might 
on him from heav’n, S “more than sin abound. " 

And with that breath, a living soul . «I am the resurrection,” saith the 
was given! F: Lord, 

Lfe then was happy, innocent, & ¢ “Eternal truth is my eternal word, 
free, S And whosoe’er shall on my name 

Monarch of all ,except one single , believe. 


tree, 8 The g grave shall not confine, nor 
God points itout, and bidshim §¢ hell receive.” 
pass it by; s S. W. 
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